Post Graduate Diploma in Socially Engaged Buddhism

Introduction:

Buddhism was born in India. Buddha was the first universal teacher of humanity whose Dhamma
spread all over the world. He was also the first and foremost social and religious critic, reformer
and free thinker who advocated rationality and humanity. The Buddha told his followers to move
around the world and spread the message of Dhamma for happiness and wellbeing of the people.
As a result Buddhism was spread in many countries in Asia. Though Buddhism withered away
from India after 10™ century, in 1956 it was revived on large scale under the leadership of Dr.
Babasaheb Ambedkar. In 20™ century Buddhism was also appreciated in other countries due to
its rational appeal and the message of love and compassion. Buddhist principles and practices
were applied for seeking solution of many social and political issues. Thich Nhat Hanh, a
Vietnamese Zen Master used Buddhist principles to find a middle way between Capitalism and
Communism. He coined the expression “Engaged Buddhism” and explained its implications. It
can be said that Buddhism itself has socially engaged aspects, which have been highlighted and
extended by Buddhist thinkers and leaders in recent times to render Buddhism more relevant and
fruitful. The post-graduate diploma course in Engaged Buddhism aims at introducing socially
engaged character and role of Buddhism in its different dimensions.

Objectives:
1. To learn and understand socially relevant teachings of the Buddha through selected
readings from Buddhist texts
2. To learn theoretical foundation, history and models of Socially Engaged Buddhism
3. To help students apply Buddhist principles to solve social problems

Course Outline

The course is supposed to be completed in two semesters. I n each semester there will be two
papers to be studied of 4 credits each. Each credit will consist of 15 contact hours.

There would be semester end written examination for 50 marks and internal assessment for 50
marks which will include short essays, book review, field work, research project and meditation
retreat.

Course Content

Semester I: Paper I: Introduction to Buddhism and its socially engaged aspects

Credit 1: Buddha’s life and teachings

Credit 2: Socially engaged aspects of Buddhism (Theravada and Mahayana sources): Rational

approach, philosophical foundation, Rites and rituals, Varna, Caste and gender issues, social
conflicts, social and political order
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Credit 3: Socially engaged aspects of Buddhism (Theravada and Mahayana sources): Bodhisatva
ideal, Ideal social order, interpersonal relationship, householder’s discipline, monastic order,
language and culture

Credit 4: Contemporary issues before Buddhism: (i) Compatibility with science

(i) Karma and Rebirth (iii) Capitalism, Communism (iv) Caste and gender inequalities (V)
Environmental crisis (vi) Post-Modernism (vii) Conflict resolution and world peace

Semester I: paper II: Resources of Buddhism in India: Dr. B. R. Ambedkar

Credit 1: Rediscovery of Buddhism and Resurgence of Buddhism in Modern India

Credit 2: Dr. Ambedkar: Life and mission: His social philosophy and Constitutional vision
Credit 3: Dr. Ambedkar’s writings and speeches on Buddhism

Credit 4: Dr. Ambedkar’s “The Buddha and His Dhamma”

Semester II: Paper I1I: Buddhism in the modern world

Credit 1: Post-Ambedkar Buddhist movement in India: activities of TBMSG, Goenka’s
Vippassana movement, Buddhist Society of India.etc.

Credit 2: Socially engaged Buddhism in countries with Theravada background: Sri Lanka,
Thailand, Myanmar etc

Credit 3: Socially engaged Buddhism in countries with Mahayana Background: Vietnam, Tibet,
Japan and Korea etc.

Credit 4: Socially engaged Buddhism in other parts of world: Europe, America and Africa

Semester II: Paper IV: Interdisciplinary Role of Buddhism

Credit 1: Role of Buddhism with reference to social issues: Caste, Class, Status of Women
Credit 2: Buddhism: State, politics and economics

Credit 3: Buddhist engagement with science: psychology and ecology

Credit 4: Buddhist engagement with culture: language, media, arts and religious practices

Books for Reading:
(a) Primary sources in translation

Vasetfiha Sutta
Ambafita sutta
Kufiadanta sutta
Madhupindaka sutta
Tevijja sutta
Brambhajala sutta
Kalama sutta
Kalahavivada Sutta
Attadanda Sutta
Isukarl Sutta
Aggafia Sutta
Vasala Sutta
Rahulovad sutta
Chakkavatti Sinhanad Sutta
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Important passages from Vinaya Piflaka
Paticcasamuppada and its various
interpretations in Pali text

(b) Secondary Works

Ambedkar, B.R.: The Buddha and His Dhamma, Writing and Speeches: relevant Material
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